[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.wmf]




                                                                             



THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 11			04/12/2015			Issue 15





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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the source of our hope and it is God; “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, in the power of the Holy Spirit”. (Rom15:13) Jesus Christ; “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and Christ Jesus our hope;” (1 Tim 1:1) The Holy Spirit through the word; “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that through patience and through comfort of the scriptures we might have hope.” (Rom 15: 4)


     It is a sad thing when Christians sometimes use the word “hope” in a way that has a wavering and uncertain sound. “I hope I am a Christian”, “I hope I can live the Christian life”.  Scriptural hope is the driving force for the successful Christian life and such uncertainty may signify a failure to do the very thing for which we hope. It distinguishes the Christian from the unbeliever who has no hope. (Eph. 2 12) 


     The Hebrew writer said, because it is “impossible for God to lie…. we have as an anchor of the soul, (a hope) both sure and stedfast…. (Heb.6: 18-19) As a ship firmly anchored is safe from drifting in a stormy sea, hope is the anchoring force to keep the Christian from drifting in the storms of life. The storms and trials of life can not blow us away as long as we remain firmly anchored in Jesus Christ.


     Is your anchor firmly in Christ and His word?  I hope so.


 “My hope is built on nothing less,


  Than Jesus blood and righteousness,


   I dare not trust the sweetest frame,


   But wholly lean on Jesus’ name” 


		


		Joe Phillips  








 Those who seek to meet God without His intervening mercy should first be introduced to the men of Beth Shemesh in I Samuel 6:10-19.  They were harvesting wheat in their fields when the ark of God came to them by way of the Philistines.  Perhaps because they desired to know if the Philistines had tampered with the holy contents, they removed the mercy seat, peered into the ark of God, and perished!  Not only had they touched the ark, which by itself carried the death penalty (Numbers 4:15), they also came face to face with the perfect law of God inscribed on the tablets of stone.  When mercy is removed, blind justice prevails.  The stunned survivors in Beth Shemesh responded, "Who is able to stand before this holy Lord God?"  (I Samuel 6:20).  The question is rhetorical and the answer is obviously, "No one!"  Not without God's mercy, that is.


    What are we describing when we speak of God's mercy?  The Hebrew word most often translated mercy in the Old Testament is checed, which simply means kindness, or loving-kindness (Psalms 62:12).  Another Hebrew word often translated mercy is racham, and it speaks of God's compassion and pity (Hosea 14:3).  A third word for mercy is chanan, and it describes "One who bends or stoops in kindness to an inferior; to 


   








make us feel sorry for people.  Mercy leads us to do something about their pitiful condition.  "For God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son " (John 3:16).  God acts because He cares. Mercy joins attitude to activity.  Why does God "pardon iniquity" by "casting all our sins into the depths of the sea?"  Because He "delights in mercy" (Micah 7:18, 19).  Mercy, in all its kindness and compassion, describes the very heart of God.  One glimpse of Jesus on the cross should remove any doubt about the reality and depth of God's mercy toward mankind.


      Mercy is not confined to the attitude and activity of God.  Those who would be children of God must model His mercy.  The parable of the Good Samaritan identifies the one who helped the victim as, "He who showed mercy on him."  Jesus challenged the lawyer to, "Go and do likewise" (Luke 10:36, 37).  Again, " (Micah 6:8).  We are called not just to show mercy but to love mercy.  It is the attitude of gratitude behind the action that makes it truly merciful.  The merciful do not just feel sorry for the suffering, they comfort them.  They refuse to return evil for evil, but offer a blessing instead.  They will not merely lament the fact that people are lost, they reach out to save them!  "Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful" (Luke 6:36).  Are we responding to the challenge? 





					





Mercy


By Mike Rosser





If we refuse mercy here, we shall have justice in eternity.  That is a justice none should desire.








favor, bestow" (Strong).  See Psalms (4:1; 6:2; 25:16). In the New Testament, the Greek word eleos is translated mercy and is defined as "the outward manifestation of pity; it assumes need on the part of him who receives it, and resources adequate to meet the need on the part of him who shows it: (Vine).  Eleos speaks of a "God, who is rich in mercy …" (Ephesians 2:4).  The verb form eleeo clearly shows the active nature of mercy.  Two blind men following Jesus cried out saying, "Son of David, have mercy on us" (Matthew 9:27).  They wanted to see!  And He opened their eyes.  The woman from Canaan came seeking healing for her daughter.  "Have mercy on me, O Lord, son of David!  My daughter is severely demon-possessed" (Matthew 15:22).  The disciples, considering her a nuisance, encouraged Jesus to send her away.  She begged Jesus, "Lord, help me!" (v.25).  He did not disappoint her.  Her daughter was healed.


     Mercy is more than mere pity.  While it is true that mercy begins in the heart of God, it does not end there.  His kind and loving heart leads Him to extend a helping hand.  God saw the oppression of His people, heard their cry, and responded by coming "down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians" (Exodus 3:7.8).  Pity can occur from afar.  Mercy must find its way to the scene.  Television images of starvation, suffering, and death can 








 Hope





sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: (being) ready always to give answer to every man that asketh you a reason for the hope that is in you, (1 Pet 3:15)





     The other day a friend sent me a picture of a rare and beautiful orchid found only in the jungles of Viet Nam. There was a caption on the picture that said “Never deny hope to anyone, it may be all they have” and when you think about it that statement has merit so long as the hope is not false hope. Hope that has any value or provides any comfort is hope that has some assurance of coming to fruition and nothing of this nature comes from things of the world. 


     The world is full of people who place their hope on the next knock on the door being the Publisher’s Clearing House Sweepstakes with a check for millions or by spending a few bucks on the lottery they will win the big one. Such longings are not hope, it is just so much wishful thinking and although from time to time someone does win there are no grounds for hope. We can not place true hope in uncertainty. 


    Vines, defines hope as, “favorable and confident expatiation” and therefore, there must be some reliable source for that confidence and that can only come from God. “In the bible, the word hope stands for both the act of hoping (I Cor. 9: 10) and the thing hoped for (I Pet. 1: 3). It does not arise from the individual’s desires or wishes but from God, who is Himself the believers hope. Genuine hope is not wishful thinking but a firm assurance about things unseen and still in the future” (Rom. 8: 24-25) (Heb. 11: 7) (Nelson). The scriptures are very clear about	
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; at home following repair of knee


replacement surgery: Ron Wood; Jack and 


Joyce Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; 


Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s Grandmother.


 Joe Phillips; Mary Scott; Rachel Norman; 


June Guyton; James Adams; Donna Simmons’


 mother.  Steve Huff’s mother; Annette Rogers; 


Donny Gilbert  back problems; Larry Coots;


  Courtney Quenn surgery.   Rhonda Ditter


 undergoing chemo treatment. Donnie Harper


 battle with  severe arthritis. Anna Tramell mom


as well as Anna; Sam Adams awaiting more 


word from his doctors; 


 Remember those who are traveling


Pray for all of our babies and expecting mother:


 Jessica Miles; 


Be sure to see Anna Tramell’s email for more 


Detail on others who need our prayers.





____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________
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The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Mark Bowman


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper—Phil Schmidt 


   Asst. 1-----Jeff Lentz 


   Asst. 2-----Matt Parker


   Asst. 3-----Preston Jackson 


   Asst. 4-----Bill Scott


   Asst. 5-----Grant Gay


2nd Prayer---David Ditter


Read Scripture--- Gary Humfleet


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Ryan Pink


Closing Prayer--- Kaleb Keenan


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Preston Jackson


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


2ed Prayer-----Dion Clark


Read Scripture---George Wilcox


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper—Cecil Douthitt


Announcements—Ryan Pink


Closing Prayer---Randal Rogers


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Preston Jackson


 Invitation---Drew Bowman 


 Closing Prayer---W.  McClendon	


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














